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1- Prlaoriwe w-re trenfipi>rtf<d Jji unvorrl llatod cattle earn with do protection 
fVoa the 4<J winter weather. Tno ro woo an average of 50 people In ©ach 

oar. Daily ratio »n canoiatoi of 220 gr. of biscuit, ^0 nr, of united 
bacon, and odo fcoanpoun of sugar. lb ator mo furnicbodj when prioonaio 
coiled for it guerdu v*uld oasw Into the oare, boat and Idol; the poop atw 
/.iicivo dioir do go to toko aiwy what rood they hod. Told the core contained 
Gonnnna, tho population cairoed the j-:rlsonors find throw otonee. In each car 
Uioi-o vraro inforaeru vho conduct'll luvootigationo during tho one-atonSh 
journny. 


fha Oomo 


Opon arrival nt a destination prisanoro rl v/ayo hod to walk ;i fow niloo to 
tho oarap, often through done unov, muToundod by guard;! end dogo. Coopa 
ueu/tllf conclated of badly ./.ad hurriedly built burracka infeatod with bedbwa. 

• Straw vne mod in lieu of blankets. Often there. wa« no va*nr In the ctmn. ’ 
ir. those c/.eon it would have to be brought in on slo.igh.a pulled by eix to 
oifllit nan lor n dlstanco oJ two kiloMctera . i/oahijig was out. of tho quootion. 

3, Ownpo nofu" tho nlnoo wo veil off for fuel no ovnryune would bring n piece 
o> coal frtc.i ixcSt, In other cecnpr- fool had to bo brought in olalgho prtllod 
by uicij. *Floofc earvico" irr huge vatr. wr.o done na a penalty for bad warh or 
lack of diooipllno. in oiw of tho ennpa (Kunbor 9/231) tho oonaonding officer, 
a Captain Florynafci, sr .sated a opcciul brigade of forraor AK T Am la fra town 
or llono Ansy officorjj/ for thio filthy took, “ 


Eesdjni ijaridj cg- fo 1 *?* tym 

4. Thrice a day, in tiv. Morning end ovaulng, prioouero received tlu-oe-qtK J-toro od' 
a liter of ooup f’.xua rotten cabbage. .leaven und other ouch vej'o tables, tbrao to 
four upoonnilu o7 kiu&c, and 600 grano (one kilogran if working in tiic ainos) 


"'kPIDifflKAI. 
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of broad. Once a month they got a half kilogram of sugar. Moot of tho 
fat, flour, moat, and canned stuffs received at tho camp vao oaten fcy tho 
oomp odminl stratorB j very little readied the prisoners. In the spring, 
vihen no cabbage vas left, they boiled thistles and nettles. To avoid 
complete emaciation tile inmates Bold whatever was left of thair belongings, 
stole at their worlcing poets, and made all sorts of things to eel!. In that 
way they helped each other to survive. There were some doctors (also Poles) 
but facilities wore so inadequate and medicines so scarce that alcknaoe was 
a habit. Tuberculosis, diarrhea, pneumonia, and sciatica were particularly 
prevalent. 

5. Dally working bourn ranged from el#t hours in the mines to ten hours la 
the bull dingo. Pay varied from 100 to 300 rubles a month. Some of the mine 
workers reoolved premiums to encourage greater output — e.g. , one kilogram of 
bread (20 - 30 rubles), one kilogram of potatoes (6-16 rubles), one 11 tor 
of m ilk (12 - 25 rubles), one egg (7 — 10 rubles), one kilogram of bacon 
(250 - 450 rublos). These prioee varied with the seasons and the appeoranco 
of items on the free maritet. 


6. When the fighting stopped prisoners expected to bo roleaaod, but not until 
Sep 45 did any return to Poland. Those remaining were mootly social and 
political workers, AK officers, or German spies. 

7. On 27 Doo 45 a second tranoport loft from Stalinogsrsk. Food became soar cor 
and fat or meat nor-eodstont. In the spring of 46 the authorities received 
orders to favor the Germans, who were given tho ot-tus of guards. Thou# 
unarmed, they could bo distinguished by white bands on their sloevao.. This 
scandalized the local population who from then on bocutne friendlier toward 
the prisoners, Ths administration of tho camp wan also turned over to the 
Germans. The authorities explained that this was because they planned to 
send nil tho Polos homo, keeping only tire Germans. In Jun 46 about 150, 
mostly AK officers, wore selected snd sent oast, probably to Kazan, under very 
strong escort. 


On 15 Jun another transport of about 2,000 people, mostly Poles who had served 
in tho German Arsy or Gorm-uis who knew Polish, wan put together. This .group 
wont to Stalinogorsk and then to Brzeao where a Polish Government delegate 
took over. Fron Brsesc they were taken to a oarap in Hllecln noar Wloolawwk 
for screening. All exoopt 350 collaborators were sent homo, But many Poles 
Still remained in Soviet oamps. 


Destruction between the Uotavnja station and Baranovlczo Is widespread. Stations, 
bridges and oitieu aro completely destroyed and only a fair villages have survived, 
Tho fields aro mostly unplowed and grass is high on whet wore battlefields. 

Between these one does see stripe of land with very poor crops on them. Along 
tho trnok there are whole German factories on railroad cars. On the side of 
tho tracks uncovered machinery 1 b dumped sloppily to rot away. Some things, 
naturally, aro being carried away by the local population . 

At the Katyn station prisoners tried to get the "koichoznikl" who hacLspont the 
whole war thero to talk about Polish officers murdere;: in Kosia Coro/Kozla Glowy * 
They would look around fearfully to see if anyone iran watching or listening and 
then without a word would leave. The place Is now guarded by tho Soviet Arny 
and no ono can go thero. 
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11. At Krasnaja prisoners saw a man In n Pollcih major's uniform walking tip and 
down with an old bearded tolchoznik. When they spoke to tho officer In 
Polish ho did not understand. 

' 12. Froa Smolensk onward crowds of women would board the train, hanging on the 
buffers and sitting on the roof. They would go as far as Brzesc to got 
broad and potatoes which they would take back homo. Tho difference on the 
Polieh side of the frontier was noticeable. There the fields were tilled, 
the houses oleon, and at tho statlono women cane and sold bread, butter. 

Sausages, nilk, and cheese. 

g^gr.soylofc- c .g?mo. 

13. In many camps in the Stnlinogorsk region there are still about 1,500 Poles, 
mixed with Germans. In Mar 46, 5,500 Poles, including 4 AK generals nnd 
700 AK of floors, were still in ft large camp at Kazan. Most of them probably 
are still there. 

Plgpositlon_of .the Soviot Population 

14. 4i ter the war ended there was groat disillusionment. This was especially 
tvue an»ng the Soviet soldiers who had been treated unjustly. Repatriated 
£ rom tho west, they were placed in workers’ batallions where the discipline 
was very stiff. Their food was no better than that of tho Polish prisoners' 
but their working norms were high or. Intelligent elements and officers often 
also worked in "the camps. When they were taken from Germany they were told 
tall tales about tho future. Thus they are now filled with hatred, for the 
authorities. They sow discontent and a whispering campaign against the regime 
ie going on. They work lastly and sloppily, and often there is sabotage, with 
destruction of tools and materiel and stealing. Politically they are a very 
conscious element. Anti-Semitism is strong among them, 

15. During the summer and autumn of 45 robbor tando started roaming the country. 

In the Stalinogorsk region a few higher officers of the NKGB were murdered. 

Rumors among the local population are eagerly hunted and received. They see 
their only salvation in a war between the USSR on one side and the US and 
Great Britain on the other. All are convinced that notfiere else in the world 
is life as bad as in the USSR. The reputation of the US is inmsr.se. During 
the war the population saw many US goods whose quality was far superior to 
Russian. The Soviet masses are drawn to the picture of the US, with the free- 
dom snd wealth of its citizens. It is hard to conceive that the USSR could 
push its masses against the US as they were able to stir them against the 
Germans. 

16. Those who were in Poland speak well of the Poles. In 1946 Soviet efforts to 
create hatred of Britain could be seen. This campaign was intensified in the 
press and radio after Churchill's Pulton, Mis sour i speech. During this time 
tho masses lived in the conviction that war . was instdnsnt, They prayed for it. 

When a plane appeared on the horluon, they looked eagerly to see if it was a 
foreign one. The people saw that xdiet the USSR had been 'tolling them for years 
was all lies. 

17. Pov e r t y, terror, and injustice are on the increase. The 1945 crop* remained in 
the fields not only because of the manpower shoriugo but because of "the hatred 
of the "Irolchosniki" viio receive so little grain for their hard rsork^. They 
have to steal from tho State allotments in order to live. Primitive methods 
produce very small crops even from the very rich lands. There Is a severe shortage, 
of livestock, particularly horses and cattle. In 1946 prices continued to climb j 
the only d rop wa p in clothing and shoes which wore brought back by returning 

eell than for food. 

-end- 
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